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All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 

(1) Michael A. Makuch, Esq. (Applicant's Rep.) . (3) . 

(2) David Yockey (Examiner) . (4) . 

Date of Interview: 24 May 2001 . 
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c)^ Personal [copy given to: 1)D applicant 2)^3 applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)Q Yes e)(3 No. 
If Yes, brief description: 

C!sirTi(s) discussed: 1 and 2 . 

Identification of prior art discussed: Admitted Prior Art (Application Figs. 5 and 6) and Arevalo (US 6, 104,986) 
Agreement with respect to the claims f)Q was reached, g)^ was not reached. h)D N/A. 



Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: See Continuation Sheet . 

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

i)D It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview(if box is 
checked). 

Unless the paragraph above has been checked, THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION 
MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office 
action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS GIVEN ONE MONTH FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE TO FILE A 
STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See Summary of Record of Interview requirements on 
reverse side or on attached sheet. 
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Continuation of Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an 
agreement was reached, or any other comments: Discussed proposed changes to claims 1 and 2 (see attached 
sheets). Mr. Yockey indicated that the claim amendments appear to overcome the rejection under 35 USC 112, first 
paragraph. With respect to the prior art, Mr. Makuch indicated that the range of intervals is not intended to be 
narrowed to the extent that the target potential would be missed (as indicated in the attached drawing); however, Mr. 
Yockey indicated that the support for this concept could not be found in the original disclosure. 
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MESSAGE 



For your review, draft amended claims 1 and 2 in 09/280,5 18 
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'."his facsimile message may contain information which is legally privileged and confidential. It is 
intended only for the use of the recipient named above. If you are not the intended recipient, we 
emphasize that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this document or its contents is 
itrictly prohibited. If you have received this in error, please notify us immediately by telephone, 
and return the original document to us via (he United States Postal Service. 
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, r- 1. (Three Times Amended) A laser intensity adjusting method of adjusting a 

maximum intensity of a laser exposure mechanism for irradiating laser light to a surface of a 
photorec eptor to which a uniform potential is being given by a corona discharger, the method 
comprising: 

\ a first potential detecting step including the steps of (i) [exposing photoreceptor surface 

Q portions to laser lights of] n^fammf' a -fffi plurality of laser [intensities, obtained] intensity 
values by dividing a predetermined laser intensity value [into] by a first plurality of selected 
j values such that said intensity values of said first plur a lity thereof increase from an initial value 
to said predetermined intensity value according to a first [intervals, and] interval, (ii) 
respectively exposing a surface portion of said photoreceptor surface with a laser light having an 
intensity corresponding to each nf said first nluralitv of intensity values to provide exposed 
photoreceptor surface portions, and (Hi) detecting [potentials] the potential of [the] each of said 
exposed photoreceptor surface portions [exposed to the laser lights of the plurality of laser 
intensities, wherein] whereby each of said potentials corresponds to one of said [plurality of] 
laser intensities corresponding to said first plurality of intensity values; 

u second potential detecting step including the steps of (i) obtaining a second plurality of 
laser intensity values bv dividing [the] said predetermined laser intensity value [into a plurality 
of second intervals so as to set a plurality of laser intensities, wherein] by 3 second plurality of 
selected values such that said intensity va l ues of said second plurality thereof increase from an 
initial vilue to said predetermined intensit y value according to a second interval said second 
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[plurality of intervals are] interval being smaller than said first [plurality of intervals] interval , 
[and] said [plurality of laser intensities are in a range including a] laser intensity values of sa id 
second plurality being selected to be close to a laser int ensity value corresponding to [a] one 
selected potential selected from the potentials detected [at the] d uring said first potential 
detecting step, [and wherein the] said one selected potential [is] being closestf, out of the 
potentials detected at the first potential detecting step,] to a predetermined set potential, (ii) 
respectiv ely exposing a surface portion of said phot o receptor gurj^wiffiMcT^ttavinR a 
intensity corre g pnndmg to each of said seco n d plurality of intensity values to provide exposed 
photoreceptor surface portions [to laser lights of the plurality of laser intensities thus set], and 
(iii) detecting [potentials] the potential of [the] each of said exposed photoreceptor surface 
portions [exposed to the laser lights of the plurality of laser intensities]; and 

u step of (i) repeating [the] sajd, second potential detecting step until there is obtained a 
potential equal to or substantially equal to [the] said predetermined set potential, and (ii) setting, 
as [the] said maximum intensity, [the] a laser intensity corresponding to [the] said, potential thus 
obtained[, 

therein the plurality of laser intensities in the first potential detecting step are set within a 
range that is narrower than a full range from zero to the predetermined laser intensity value, and 
wherein an optimal maximum intensity lies within said full range]. 
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2. (Three Times Amended) A laser intensity adjusting method of adjusting a maximum 
intensity of a laser exposure mechanism for irradiating laser light to a surface of a photoreceptor 
to which a uniform potential is being given by a corona discharger, the method comprising: 

a first potential detecting step inr.li.ding the steps of (i) [exposing photoreceptor surface 
portions to laser lights of a] obtaining a first plurality of laser [intensities set at first intervals, 
nfiri] intt -nsitv values that increase from a n initial value tn a predetermined value according to a 
first interval. nTv ex posing a surface Portion iff said photoreceptor surface with laser ughthaviaK 
an intensity cor res ponding to e^h Q f said first p lurality of intensity values to provide exposed 
photoreceptor surface nortions. and (iift detecting [potentials] the potential of [the] cadi pf said 
exposed photoreceptor surface portions [exposed to the laser lights of the plurality of laser 
intensities]; 

a second potential detecting step including the steps of (i) obtaining a second plurality of 
laser int ensity values that increase from an ini t ial vnh.e to a predetermined value according t° a 
second interval- said second interval being smaller than said first interval fifl respectively 
exposing a surface portion of said photoreceptor surfac e with laser light having an intensity 
corresponding tn each of said second plurality of intensity values to p rovide exposed 
photoreceptor surface portions [to laser lights of a plurality of laser intensities which are set, at 
second intervals smaller than the first intervals and are in a range including a laser intensity with 
which there has been detected, at the first potential detecting step, a potential which is closest, 
out of the potentials detected at the first potential detecting step, to a predetermined set 



Page 3 of 4 

DRAFT 



05/23/01 11:23 © -*-*-» PTO 2800 FLoor 9 @) 005/005 



C potential |, and (ii) detecting [potentials of] the potential of each of said, expqsed photoreceptor 
P surface portions [exposed to the laser lights of the plurality of laser intensities]; and 
<< ^Q a step of setting, as [the] a maximum intensity of the laser exposure mechanism, a laser 

intensity with which there has been detected, at [the] said first or said second potential detecting 
v O ste P» * Potential equal to or substantially equal to [the] a predetermined set potential, 
"\ wherein [the plurality of laser intensities in the fust potential detecting step are set within 

a range that is narrower than a full range from zero to a predetermined laser intensity value, and 
wherein an optimal maximum intensity lies within said full range] .said second potential detecting 
,t rr repeated until tW « obtained a potential equal to or substantially equal to [the] said 
I predeter mined set potential, an d said laser intensities corresponding to said second plurality of 
intend values «■* elected to he close to a la s e r int e n sit y val ue corresponding to a potential 
detected durine said first, notential d etecting step as closest to said predetermined set potentia l. 
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